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(54) ILLUMINATION DEVICE WITH VARIABLE UGHT DISTRIBUTION 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide selectivity as any desired between the 
directional light distribution and diffusive light distribution. 
CONSTITUTION: A plurality of light guide plates P having 
different length are laminated, and their one-side end faces 
are aligned flush while the other side face is inclined, to form 
a laminate light guide body 2b. A linear light source 2a is put 
in contact alongside the incident end face (a) of this light 
guide body, while a reflex plate 2c is put in contact alongside 
the other side face as inclined (b), and thus a surface light 
emission type illumination unit is accomplished. At that 
surface of this illumination unit where illumination light is 
emitted, a liquid crystal plate 3 is installed as covering which 
performs control of the degree of diffusion by means of 
impressing of a voltage. 
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